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I. INTRODUCTION 

This study was completed as part of a matching grant between the City of Chesapeake 
and the Virginia Department of Historic Resources. Both agencies participated in the 
2007 funding of the completion of a new design guideline manual for the South Norfolk 
neighborhood, which is also a National Register and Virginia Landmarks Register 
Historic District. This project was primarily concerned with the creation of an illustrated 
design guideline manual for use by the City's Board of Historic and Architectural Review 
(BHAR) and property owners. A component of this study was also a review of the 
existing South Norfolk National Register Historic District boundaries and 
recommendations for any boundary revisions as well as the identification of additional 
survey and National Register efforts in the area. This report was completed in response 
to this scope of work. 

In 2005, the City of Chesapeake's Planning Department completed "Forward 
Chesapeake, 2026 Comprehensive Plan." This plan addressed the importance of historic 
preservation in the City "as historic preservation preserves a sense of community; 
enhances economic development through reinvestment and tourism; stabilizes/increases 
property values, and makes better use of natural resources." 

Historic preservation efforts in the City have included the following: 

Historic District Guidelines 
In 1990, the South Norfolk Civic League Historic District Committee prepared the 
report, "Historic District Design Guidelines: Building on the History of Chesapeake." It 
included a guide to architectural styles; guidelines for rehabilitation, new construction, 
moving buildings and demolishing buildings; as well as guidelines for street elements 
and streetscapes. These guidelines were presented to City Council for consideration but 
were not adopted at that time. However, a revision of these guidelines by the City's 
Historic Preservation Commission in 2000, was approved. 

Historic Preservation Plan (adopted by City Council in 1996) 
This plan established a number of goals and objectives regarding preservation issues. A 
chief objective was the establishment of a seven member Historic Preservation 
Commission to advise City Council, the Planning Commission and City staff in regards to 
preservation issues. 

Architectural Surveys and Assessments 
The following are major survey projects conducted for the City: 

1987 Reconnaissance Survey 
This survey included approximately 800 structures within the South Norfolk Historic 
District and more than 700 in the remainder of the City. A successful recommendation of 
this survey was the listing of the South Norfolk Historic District on the National Register 
of Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register (listed in 1989). 

1999 Reconnaissance and Intensive Survev Update 
This survey included 200 reconnaissance level surveys and 20 intensive surveys within 
the most threatened suburban areas of the City, including Western Branch, Deep Creek, 
Indian River, Rivercrest, Greenbrier, and Great Bridge. Recommendations from this 






























































